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14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 

sustainable development

T a r g e t
14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, 

consistent with national and international law and based on the best 
available scientific information

Indicator 14.5.1 Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas 

I. Global indicator <Type 2>

Indicator Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas 

Definition 

The percentage of important sites for marine biodiversity (i.e., those that contribute 
significantly to the global persistence of biodiversity) covered by designated 
protected areas. 

Protected areas, as defined by the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) are clearly defined geographical spaces, recognized, dedicated and managed, 
through legal or other effective means, to achieve the long-term conservation of 
nature with associated ecosystem services and cultural values. 

II. Data description

[Data ] Average proportion of Marine Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) covered by protected areas①

Calculation 
method

The mean percentage of each Key Biodiversity Area currently recognised that is 
covered by protected areas. 
* Data derived from a spatial overlap between digital polygons for protected areas 
from the World Database on Protected Areas and digital polygons for marine Key 
Biodiversity Areas. 

Unit Percent (%)

Data sources
The World Database on Protected Areas provides each country’s protected 
areas data.

Calendar
❚Time series: 2000-2019(All data for Korea are included)
❚Data release: Annually

Organizations UNEP-WCMC

[Data ] Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas (Exclusive Economic Zone)②

Calculation 
method

Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas = 
Protected areas 

X 100
Marine areas

Unit Percentage(%)

Data sources
The World Database on Protected Areas provides each country’s protected 
areas data.

Calendar
❚Time series: 2018(Data for Korea is included)
❚Data release: Annually

Organizations UNEP-WCMC
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[Data ] Protected marine areas (Exclusive Economic Zone) ③

Calculation 
method

Total protected marine areas

Unit ㎢

Data sources
The World Database on Protected Areas provides each country’s protected 
areas data.

Calendar
❚Time series: 2018(Data for Korea is included)
❚Data release: Annually

Organizations UNEP-WCMC

Global 
indicator link

❚Metadata: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/files/Metadata-14-05-01.pdf
❚Data: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/


